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The Arctic is undergoing rapid and destabilising change. Our region is warming nearly four
times faster than the global average. Permafrost is thawing. Sea ice is vanishing. Ecosystems
are under acute stress, and the traditional livelihoods of Indigenous peoples are increasingly at
risk. But these impacts do not stop at our borders — they are accelerating sea level rise,
disrupting weather patterns, and amplifying risks for communities around the world.
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It is in these alarming and deeply unjust circumstances that the Arctic calls for urgent,
results-driven progress at the 62nd sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC SB62). The Arctic aligns with

the positions of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), as both bear the brunt of climate
change despite having contributed the least to its causes. What happens in our territories today
will shape the future far beyond them.

The outcomes of SB62 must lay the foundation for a successful 30th Conference of the Parties
to the UNFCCC (COP30), and reflect the urgency of science, the principle of equity, and the
global responsibility to act. We echo the words of the COP30 President-Designate in his third
letter to the international community: “the credibility of our multilateral process is in the hands
of negotiators in Bonn”.

In this context, the Arctic urges all Parties to ensure significant progress on the following
key priorities.

Mitigation

The Arctic’s rapidly warming environment — with thawing permafrost releasing greenhouse
gases and vanishing sea ice destabilising global climate patterns — underscores the urgent
need for accelerated climate action. The world has now experienced a full year of 1.5°C
warming, causing deadly floods, fires, and droughts. If Parties act decisively, the goal of the
Paris Agreement to keep this warming limited to 1.5°C remains achievable.

We urge all Parties to submit enhanced and science-based Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) aligned with the 1.5°C limit, ahead of COP30. NDCs must reflect each
country’s fair share, cover all sectors and gases, set accountability mechanisms, and include
clear implementation plans.
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The Mitigation Work Programme and Just Transition Work Programme must deliver tools to
raise mitigation ambition and transition away from fossil fuels through constructive,

rights-based, and inclusive dialogue.
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Finally, it is imperative that SB62 lays the groundwork for an equitable and time-bound fossil
fuel phase-out, led by the most historically responsible nations, with clear timelines and no
loopholes for “abated” fossil fuels or delays via carbon capture and geoengineering
interventions.

Finance

Climate finance has long fallen short of both promises and needs. The Arctic, like many
vulnerable regions who did the least to cause this crisis, faces mounting costs from escalating
climate impacts. We must restore trust and deliver finance at the scale and speed required.

Climate finance must be predictable, equitable, and accessible, especially to developing
countries most in need of support. Priority must be given to public and grant-based funding
that addresses all three pillars: mitigation, adaptation, and loss and damage.

At COP29, countries agreed to scale climate finance to at least $300 billion per year by 2030,
with a pathway to $1.3 trillion annually by 2035 under the “Baku to Belém Roadmap”. SB62
must provide clear pathways detailing how these commitments will be realised, including

sources, timelines, and accountability mechanisms.

The Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage is a vital lifeline for communities bearing the
brunt of climate impacts. It must be fully resourced, transparent, and accessible, with
developed countries taking responsibility to lead funding efforts through grants rather than
loans, to ensure affected communities in the Arctic and beyond receive the support they
urgently need.

Adaptation
For the Arctic and many other vulnerable regions, adaptation is no longer optional — it is a

critical pillar of survival. Yet adaptation efforts remain underfunded, fragmented, and unevenly
implemented. SB62 must deliver the resources and frameworks needed to build resilience.
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All Parties must accelerate the formulation and implementation of National Adaptation Plans
(NAPs), with urgent financing and technical support to move from planning to delivery,
particularly among climate vulnerable countries.
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SB62 must also advance the operationalisation of the Global Goal on Adaptation, refining
targets, indicators, and monitoring frameworks to ensure measurable and equitable progress.

Crucially, Indigenous knowledge and leadership offer invaluable insights into resilient,
long-term adaptation strategies. This knowledge must be respected, protected, and integrated
within global adaptation governance and learning processes to ensure culturally appropriate
and effective solutions.

Science is clear: delay means danger. The decisions made at SB62 will shape whether the
world can keep warming below 1.5°C, safeguard lives and livelihoods, and prevent cascading
climate risks that know no borders. As a frontline region, the Arctic’s rapidly changing reality is
a warning beacon for the entire planet, jeopardising global progress across the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs). But the window for meaningful action remains open.

SB62 must rise to this moment - delivering real progress for people, the planet, and
generations yet to come.

Disclaimer: This communiqué is a fictional advocacy tool developed by Arctic Basecamp as part of its
Global Climate Risks Platform. It imagines the Arctic as a sovereign Party to the UNFCCC, in order to
amplify scientific understanding of polar climate risks and their global consequences. This document
does not represent the views of any state or of the UNFCCC Secretariat.
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