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From deadly floods in Pakistan and Nigeria, to searing heatwaves across Europe and raging
wildfires in Canada, recent extreme weather events continue to claim lives and livelihoods.
These disasters, alongside ecosystem shifts in the Arctic, are a stark reminder that climate
action remains dangerously behind where it needs to be.
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It is in this context that the Arctic observed the 62nd sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC SB62) with
grave concern. Our rapidly changing region is not just a victim of the global climate crisis — it
is a warning beacon for the world. The decisions made in Bonn will reverberate across the
Arctic’s fragile ecosystems, Indigenous communities, and indeed, the entire planet.

The June Climate Meetings was a crucial stepping stone toward the 30th Conference of the
Parties to the UNFCCC (COP30), a moment when all Parties must demonstrate real progress
and increased ambition to meet the scale of the crisis. Ahead of SB62, we issued a
communigué outlining the urgent priorities of the Arctic: decisive mitigation efforts aligned with
the 1.5°C goal, scaled-up climate finance, and accelerated adaptation planning.

Now, as the Arctic enters an increasingly intense melt season, we reflect on the SB62
outcomes and the widening gap between what is needed and what was delivered.

Mitigation

At SB62, we expected decisive progress on mitigation following the Global Stocktake. Instead,
the Mitigation Work Programme (MWP) saw little concrete advancement. Parties remained
divided on key issues, including the creation of a digital platform to facilitate mitigation actions.
Some expressed concerns this would distract from the MWP’s core purpose, while others
called for further exploration ahead of COP30. Discussions on adopting a draft decision to
guide the MWP’s future also stalled, reflecting a lack of consensus on how to translate global
dialogues into tangible action.

The Just Transition Work Programme (JTWP) similarly failed to deliver meaningful progress.
Despite important dialogues at SB62, covering issues such as unilateral trade measures and
access to technology, Parties failed to agree on concrete steps to operationalise just transition
pathways. Calls for a fossil fuel phase-out were noted, but not acted upon.
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This delay is measured not in political timelines, but in degrees of warming and the irreversible
loss already underway in our region and beyond. The Arctic calls again on all Parties to submit
enhanced and science-based Nationally Determin ntributions (ND aligned with the
1.5°C limit, ahead of COP30. NDCs must reflect each country’s fair share, cover all sectors and
gases, set accountability mechanisms, and include clear implementation plans.
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Finance

The SB62 agenda was delayed by two days in part due to a proposal to address the
long-standing issue of implementing developed countries’ climate finance obligations under
Article 9.1 of the Paris Agreement. This procedural standoff speaks to a deeper fracture: the
persistent failure to deliver predictable, equitable, and accessible finance.

Despite consultations, no clarity was provided on how developed countries will meet their legal
commitments. Proposals for a dedicated work programme and burden-sharing arrangements
were dismissed, weakening confidence in the system’s ability to meet its own commitments.

This failure is especially concerning given the expectations tied to the “Baku to Belém
Roadmap”. While countries have committed to scaling climate finance to at least $300 billion
per year by 2030 and to $1.3 trillion by 2035, Presidency-led consultations offered little clarity
on how this will be achieved.

Once again, the Arctic emphasises that climate finance must reach developing countries most
in need and must do so across all pillars: mitigation, adaptation, and loss and damage. Priority
must be given to public and grant-based funding.

Adaptation

The Arctic welcomes the progress made at SB62 on refining the list of indicators to measure
progress toward the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA). Parties agreed on guidance that
includes indicators for means of implementation, a key priority for developing countries seeking
to close the widening adaptation finance gap. However, major divides on the GGA have yet to
be resolved.

Momentum on National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) continues to be lacking. While countries

reaffirmed the importance of having NAPs in place by 2025, the Chair expressed concern that
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many Least Developed Countries (LDCs) still face significant challenges in accessing the
finance and support needed to move from planning to implementation.
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The Arctic stresses that adaptation cannot be the forgotten pillar of climate action. This means
increasing finance and ensuring it reaches the most vulnerable in timely, accessible, and
culturally appropriate ways. Indigenous Peoples’ leadership and knowledge of resilience must
be respected and integrated into global adaptation governance.

SB62 revealed both the persistent divides and the critical need for strengthened international
cooperation as the world races toward COP30. The science is unequivocal, there is no room for
doubt or delay. As climate impacts escalate globally, the coming months must focus on
building trust, ambition, and solidarity across all Parties. Only through genuine multilateralism
can we meet this defining moment for our planet and future generations.

The road to COP30 demands courage, unity, and decisive action - the Arctic’s future, and
the world’s, depends on it.

Disclaimer: This document is a fictional advocacy tool developed by Arctic Basecamp as part of its
Global Climate Risks Platform. It imagines the Arctic as a sovereign Party to the UNFCCC, in order to
amplify scientific understanding of polar climate risks and their global consequences. It does not
represent the views of any state or of the UNFCCC Secretariat.
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